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2.  LOCATION 


I 

16  Au ^ St  66  17/03^0:i 


1 
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3.  SOllWCt 


Civilian 


4.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 


Ono 


.S.  LENCTH  OF  OSSCAVATIQN 

Not  Reported 


I^msfiola , Ohio 


10.  CONCLUSION 


r;3UFFICIEN7  DATA  FOR  EVALUATION 


6,  TYPE  OF  OaScRVATION 

Ground -Visual 


w 


7.  COURSE 

sv:  - !:e 


8.  PHOTOS 


D Ye§ 


9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 

n 

XXNo 


\h  ORlfi^  iummanv  and  analysis 


SEE  CASE 


form 

r*TD  SI  P 0 0-329  (TOE) 


Pr*vle»s««  •dUjjna  of  Iht • form  tr^f  b« 


* 
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ftd  (tdetr)^ 

Wr  1 ^t-P&tter  son 
29  August  1966 


AFB,  Ohio  ^5^33 


Clinton^  Minnesota  >042^5 


Reference  your  unidentified  oDaervatiw  of  17 
The  information  vhich  we  have  received  is  not  s^nc 
for  eveauation.  Request  you  coraplote  the  attached  F 
Form  164  and  return  it  in  the  envelope  provided. 


We  wish  to  thank  you  for 
the  Air  Force. 


reporting  your  observation  to 


Sincerely, 


pCTCXl  QUIWEANILIA,  Jr,  Major, 
Chief,  Project  Blue  Book 


USA? 
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FTD  (TDarK)/"/(i 
Vrtght-Patterson  A53, 
26  August  1966 


Ohio 
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Kent  County  Air  Port 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigaa  49500 


Dear 


Reference  your  unidentified  observation  of  i7  August^  i960 
The  information  which  we  have  received  is  not  sufficle 
for  evalijiabion*  Request  you  conipiete  the  attached  PTD 
Form  164  and  return  it  in  the  envelope  provided* 


Ve  wish  to  thanic  you  for  reporting  your  observation  to 
the  Air  Force* 

Sincerely, 


/ 


B QUIMTANIUA,  Jr,  \ 
t^hlef , Project  Blue  Book 


USAF 
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TD£EDB  /Maj  Quintanilla^  Jr/709l6/hl/30  August  I966 
UFO  Sighting,  17  August  I966 


455  Missile  Mainten^ce 
Attn: 

Reference  your  unidentified,  observation  of  17  Augjust  l9bo#  The 
j^j^fQjjTjjg^'tion  which  we  have  received  la  not  sufficient  for  svalua 
Request  you  coiaplete  the  attached  FTD  Form  l6^  and  return  it  in 
envcslope  provided* 

FCR  THS  CCMMAId>£H 


;;A2RSJf  S.  WHESLKR,  Colonel,  USAF 
D^uty  for  Technology  S»  Suosyste 


1 Atch 
FTD  Fom  164 
v/ envelope 


COORDdATION 

ORIGINATOR; 


.* 

TDSTR  >4AJ  E~1^UI^NTANIIJA,"JR 


DATJSD  30 


DATED 


t C ‘ ■ * <I 


i I i • 

^ M t 


I 


•ID£TH  OFFICIAL  FILL  CY 


'TVSSR/Lt.  Marley/709l6/mhs/20  Sep  66 


Information 


CM.ef  Operations 
ClrurcjalU  5e  search  Kan^e 
Attn: 


SEP  2 2 1968 


Heierenco  yoiir  telephone  mau-^st  for  InfoxTOtion  on  personal 
ooae^ations  of  upper  atmosphere  activity  over  Fort  Churchill 
cn  16  August  196b.  Attached  are  observe tlona  reported  to  the 
Jnited  .itates  Air  Force  concerjilng  the  observance  of  alleged  UFOs 
over  the  north  central  United  itates* 


In  cot-TplUng  our  reports  on  this  particular  .Jlghtlng,  I ;^ould 
appreciate  additional  information  on  this  vactlvlty.  This  would  be 
joite  helpful. in  reaching  a definite  conclusion.  In  particular, 

I ;ua  interested  in  release  altitude  and  location  of  the  3nriua 
cxoud  releases  on  lo  Au^st  nt  .7239,  Central  Dayilidit  Time. 


/'v 

VABHKTr  3 
>!puty  r 


P ^ 

. Colonel,  U3AF 

or  Technology  and  iUb systems 


1 Atch 
UFO  Fsnorta 


Cy  to: 


Karl  Z4edrow 

Sounding  BocXct  Dlviaion 
IIASA,  Goedard  Plight  Cen 


COORDIIIATION; 


TD3TH/MAJ  H/.QUU; 


DATE  2 


XfXA , JR 


ILT 


L/* 


DATE 


Investigation  Report 
Sightings  of  August  16,  I966 


This  case  "began  as  a T\VX  from  Truax  Field  to  Wright -Patter  son  Air 

Force  Base,  concerning  sightings  by  three  independent  observers  of  a 

■ 

’“moon- like*'  object.  Before  investigation  of  this  sighting  could  take 


place,  a reply  to  a 


concerning  a previous  sighting  brought  a 


clipping  concerning  slight ings  in  Minneapolis  on  the  same  date,  August  l6th 
From  the  clipping  several  leads  were  obtained. 

Several  calls  to  the  V/hite  Cloud  Field  at  Minneapolis  resulted  in 


c rntact ing 


a salesman  for 


viation  Company  at 


• 'I 


the  field;  his  report  is  enclosed.  In  his  report  were  mentioned  radio 
re'corts  to  Rochester  FS3, 


Other  flying  ser-^ices  were  contacted  at  Flying  Cloud: 


FlC'ing  Service  gave  the  name  of 


as  a witness;  he  proved 


to  have  bee 


passenger.  A nan  at 


Aviation  said 


he  *as  on  the  field  until  11:00  and  in  a position  to  see  anything  that 
happened,  but  saw  nothing.  Tower  personnel  reported  that  the  tower  closed 


at  10:00  PM,  so  they  were  not  present  during  the  sightings.  A rumor  that 
souecne  saw  an  object  settle  on  the  runway  and  then  take  off  has  not  been 

A call  to  Twin  Cities  Intei'national  Airport  yielded  a report  of 
having  seen  an  object;  the  name  of  his  watch  supervisor, 

i 

, was  obtained. 


The  St,  Pau3.  Pioneer  Press /Dispatch,  origin  of  the  clipping,  could 
not  prc'rLde  any  additional  information;  the  reporter  was  not  kno^/n 

Aero  Division  provided  the  name  of 


i.  . 


* t 1 


a flight  instructor,  as  having  been  a witness,  but  she  denied  having 


seen  anything. 


A Mr.  Earl  Priedllne  of  Rochester  Airport  control  tower  was  contacted 

4 

he  recalled  hearing  traffic  with  a Clierokee  and  a Cessna  310,  talking 


with  the  Rochester  Flight  f 


Station  (FSS), 


The  FSS  at  Rochester  was  contacted,  and  a conversation  with  its 


chief,  ^^r, 


ensued  see  report.  The  registrations  of  three  of  the 


fcur  airplanes  reporting  were  obtained,  one  being  too  recent  for  the 
published  list.  The  name  of  the  duty  man  at  the  time  of  sightings, 

Dcnald  Holmes,  612- 53 3 vas  obtained. 

Donald  Holmes  recalled  the  traffic,  saying  all  reports  were  obtained 
^u.*hln  half  an  hour  (the  logged  times  were  04l0  and  0430),  He  reported 
ere  observer  on  the  ground,  but  the  name  was  unavailable. 

The  three  aii'craft  were  then  traced  down  and  the  names  of  the  pilots 


vers  obtained: 


tra  V of 


has  been  sent  to  bin  requesting  a report. 


and 


The  fourth  airplane,  by  elimination,  was 


is  in  the  ariiy,  and  a letter 


The  Eau  Claire  FS5  was  contacted;  they  will  call  collect  if  an 
eyiari nan i on  of  the  log  and  conversation  with  personnel  reveal  any 


r.ev 


s.  The  registration  and  correert  number  of  the  I-tusketeer  reported 


in  the  Truax  TV/X  (given  as 


was  obtained  as 


and  the  pilot. 


?'tT, 


s contacted  for  a report » 


Mr, 


{ mentioned  in  the  same  TWX,  was  then  contacted  for  a 
telephone  interview;  he  had  already  sent  a Form  164  in  to  the  USAF, 


/ 


j 


3 


Chicago  Center  Control  at  Joliet  was  then  contacted,  and  a Mi*.  Belasco 


examined  the  logs;  there  was  no  record  or  recollection  of  any  unusual 
req'jests  for  radar  coverage  on  August  l6th*  This  is  tempered  by  the  fact 

m 

* 

that  tapes  are  kept  only  15  days  and  then  are  re-used;  this  investigation 
vas  done  on  September  8, 

The  Milwaukee  F33  had  no  records  or  recollection  of  the  Incident, 
but  referred  the  investigator  to  Milwaukee  Approach  Control;  the  watch 

supervisor . l;Ir.  Phil  Stepanski  (414-7^+^-8720)  was  contacted,  and 

# 

fron:  him  were  obtained  the  names  of  the  two  controllers  on  duty  at  the 
tire  of  Holzer*s  sightings.  Mr.  Stepanski  requested  that  the  phone 
cells  be  delayed  until  he  could  get  in  touch  with  the  controllers  himself 
to  authorize  them  to  talk  with  this  investigator. 

Mr.  Carl  Doege  and  Mr.  James  Eiden,  the  controllers,  were  contacted; 
neither  one  of  them  had  any  recollection  of  anything  unusual;  both  pointed 
out  somewhat  at  length  that  they  could  not  identify  targets;  as  one  of 
them.  Put  it,  they  cc^uldn^t  tell  a Piper  Cub  from  a DC- 3.  They  said  fYirther 
that  whenever  they  observe  anything  unusual,  such  as  a fast  object,  they 
report  it  to  Chicago  Center  Control,  and  thej"  mde  no  such  report, 

To  find  O'Ut  hov  It.  Howe,  reporting  officer  on  the  T\DC  from  Truax,  got 


V A 


aiar  infornaticn  about  Chicago  Center  Control,  he  was  called,  but  an 


aleru  cn  and  he  could  not  be  contacted  that  daj'’. 

iiT.  Bishop  was  then  called  to  verify  the  report  from  the  TS/ln  Cities 
International  Tower;  he  verified  it,  and  added  that  there  was  a separate 


ob3er*ration  phoned  in  later  which  caused  them  to  reconsider 


sisViting. 


They  then  realized  that  it  could  not  have  been  the  moon,  because 


f 


I 


i 


h 


there  was  no  moon  and  because  the  windows  are  designed  precisely  to  prevent 
such  reflections* 

Radio  station  WCCJO  in  Minneapolis  was  then  contacted  in  order  to 

obtain  ground-based  sightings;  the  attempt  being  to  find  anyone  who 

* 

V 

sav  the  object  at  a high  angle.  Advice  was  to  call  back  Sunday, 

The  sightings  so  far  obtained  were  then  roughly  plotted,  and  the 
nozz  reliable  lines  of  sight  (from  the  Twin  Cities  control  tower  and  from 

we  took  a magnetic  bearing)  were  found  to  intersect  just 
north  of  Duluth,  perhaps  100  miles.  Therefore  attempts  were  made  to  contact 
witnesses  in  Duluth. 

Radio  station  KDAD  was  uncooperative,  but  V/DIO  (Channel  6)  offered 
to  send  films  of  inter"/iews  with  witnesses  from  the  night  of  the  loth; 


the  offer  was 


The  Duluth  Herald  Tribune  looked  up  stories,  and 


found  several;  the  n. 


of 


obtained  from  his  sister, 


was  thus  obtained,  and  a report  vras 


who  was  also  a witness. 


It  was  then  decided  to  try  to  obtain  sightings  from  farther  to  the 
tlest,  in  order  to  pin  down  the  area  more  closely.  Calls  were  made  to 

rs,  police,  and  airports  (and  FSS)  at  Hlbbing,  Grand  Rapids,  Interna- 
tional Falls,  and  finally  Bemidji;  at  Beirddji  a lead  was  obtained  to  the 


jL'nief  River  Falls  Police,  who  had  had  some  traffic  on  radio  that  night  about 


^ 1 ^ 


The  Thief  River  Falls  police  did  recall  some  talk,  but  had  nothing 
"officially  logged";  someone,  however,  recalled  some  "deal  they  set  off 
at  v;innepeg”  that  night,  which,  to  their  recollection,  was  an  attempt 
to  produce  a man-made  aurora  borealis. 


I 

f 


/ ^ CzLUf'. 


ftd  (tdetr)/?4^ 

Wrlght^PatterflOtt  AFB, 

19  August  19^ 


Ohio  451^33 


Id,  Ohio  kk903 


j^eference  your  unidentified  observation  of  I6  August 
ijjfoiTjjation  in  your  letter  was  not  sufficient  for 
evaluation.  Request  you  conrplete  the  attached  FTP  Fon 
16^*-  and  return  it  in  the  envelope  provided. 

* 

We  wish  to  thank  you  for  reporting  your  observation  to 
the  Air  Force. 

■ 

Sincerely, 


5aCT<»  eUIOTAJlIIIA,  Jr,  Major, 
Chief,  Project  Blue  Book 


USAF 


5 


The  Winnipeg  papers  were  called,  but  this  being  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  neither  paper  putting  out  a Sunday  edition,  no  information  was  available, 

was  contacted  on  Sunday,  at  VlOQO  in  Minneapolis,  and  said 
he  would  mall  information  Monday. 

Lt.  Howe  was  contacted  Sunday;  he  got  his  radar  information  from  the 


wit ness. 

The  Winnipeg  Tribune  found  the  story  about  an  attempt  to  generate  a 
!i2.r.-.Tade  aurora:  the  test  took  place  in  northern  Ontario  on  July  20th, 

No  subsequent  reports  of  rocket  tests  were  found. 

Through  the  Roseau,  Minnesota  Times-Region,  contact  was  made  with 

who  together  with  another  couple  saw  a phenouienon 


having  the  same  description  as  the  others,  but  their  t line- estimates  are 
somewhat  off.  The  line  of  sight  is  fairly  vrell- established,  and  indicates 


than  the  event  was  farther  north  tKan  thought  up  to  this  point. 

At  this  time  'enough  leads  had  been  accumulated  to  attempt  to  locate 
the  position  of  the  object.  When  approximate  lines  of  sight  were  dra\m 
on  a map,  the  sightings  being  used  in  which  there  appeared  to  be  at  least 
some  reliability  to  the  estimate  of  direction,  it  became  apparent  that  the 


object  had  been  far  to  the  north  of  the  US- Canada  border.  Furthermore, 


frc, 


he  fact  that  the  object  had  been  seen  low  in  the  sky  by 


who 


was  fl'n. nr  at  feet,  it  was  apparent  that  the  object  imst  have  been 

at  leasn  100  miles  above  the  ground,  in  order  to  be  seen  over  the  horizon. 
The  lines  of  sight  had  a great  deal  of  scatter,  so  it  was  decided 
to  request  (on  behalf  of  Dearborn  Observatory)  reports  from  other  witnesses 
Ralf  a dozen  newspapers  were  contacted  and  requested  to  run  an  announcement 


I 


6 


asking  for  reports  of  "any  unusual  event  seen  on  the  night  of  August  16th"| 
out  of  deference  to  Air  Force  regulations,  the  announcement  made  reference 

only  to  Dr.  Hynek,  the  Air  Force's  part  in  the  investigation  not  being 

* 

* 

♦ ■ 

mentioned. 

w 

The  announcement  brought  some  20  letters,  all  but  one  or  two  of  which 
related  directly  to  the  sighting  in  question.  At  about  the  time  these 
letters  began  to  come  in,  It.  Maxley  informed  the  investigator  that  he 
hai  discovered  the  cause  of  the  sightings,  as  a bar ium- cloud  experiinent 
done  from  a rocket  launched  from  near  Ft.  Churchill,  Ontario. 

4 

The  letters  and  te^.ephone  interviews  give  considerable  insight 


1 

f 


> 

1 

u 


t 


f 


r 

} 

L 
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into  the  way  in  which  random  witnesses  will  report  very  unusual  events 
that  they  have  never  seen  before.  On  the  whole,  the  performance  is 
creditable,  and  the  results  seem  to  show  that  if  enough  reports  can 
be  obtained  concerning  a given  sighting,  it  is  possible  to  sift  out  of  all 
the  varying  descriptions  a good  picture  of  the  appearance  of  what  was 
seen.  Of  course  witnesses  vary  greatly  in  their  interpretation  of  what 
they  see,  but  when  interpretations  are  reduced  to  simple  appearances,  such 
as  apparent  approach  being  reduced  to  what  is  actually  observable, 
an  increase  in  apparent  diameter,  the  results  are  a rather  clear  picture 
of  vhan  was  going  on.  It  also  becomes  apparent  how  important  it  is  to 
obtain  as  many  reports  as  possible,  for  if  only  the  reports  from  the 
pilons  had  been  received,  the  impression  would  have  been  left  of  something 
large,  close,  and  fast-moving. 

Table  I represents  a suimnary  of  the  salient  points  of  observation^ 
giving  aspects  of  the  occurrence  mentioned  by  witnesses  versus  the  number 


♦ ^ 


i 


of  witnesses  who  gave  the  same  description.  Twenty-nine  Independent 

reports  are  covered,  including  berth  those  obtained  from  letters  and 

those  obtained  by  telephone  interview.  These  reports  involve  individuals. 


I 


Table  1*  Content  of  Reports 


SIZE 

Like  moon  (or  slightly  larger  or  smaller) 

Much  larger  than  moon 

Actual  size  estirnate  (feet,  blocks) 


COLOR 

Red- orange  stage  reported 

Blue- green  stage  reported 

Silvery  cloud  stage 

Details  of  colors  (swirling,  etc.) 


Initial  small  bright  ball 

Rectangular  phase 

Large  circular  ball 

Fuzzy  or  indistinct  edges 

Column,  vertical  streak,  or  U- shape 

Final  fading  out  (dependent  on  dark  adaptation) 

!v“n-33R  REPORTED 

One  only 

Both  or  parts  of  both  events 

Less  than  moon 
Like  moon 

Brighter  than  moon 


Zinrlosion  or  expansion 
Approach  tov/ard  witness 
Departure  away  from  witness 
Rotation,  swirling  internal  motion 
Transverse  motion  in  sky 
Pacing  alongside  moving  witness 


12 

22 

18 

8 


9 

3 

25 

Xk 

11 

10 


19 

8 


1 

7 

5 


11 

12 

10 

6 

5 

5 


i 


4 


* 


k 


9 


TIME  (PM,  CSr) 

9:15  1 

10:00  1 

10:20  1 

10:30-10:39  2 

10:40-10:49  11 

10:50-10:59  3 

11:00-11:09  2 

11:15  1 

11:30-11:45  3- 


EIPECTIOK 


North  (plus  or  minus  15  degrees) 
HE 

mi 

Farther  off  in  direction 


Hlir^/ATION  ABOVE  HORISCH 


* 


0-10  degrees 
10-20  degrees 
20  - 30  degrees 
30-^5  degrees 
45  degrees  to  overhead 

Altitude  given  ir.  feet  or  similar  absolute  measure 


3?°REr.A!riON3, 


Landings,  (l  ranor,  no  direct  reports) 

Solid  disc 

Cornplex  maneuvers  (pacing,  zooming) 

Suggestions  of  interest  in  witnesses,  intelligent  control 
Interpretation  of  increase  in  size  as  close  approach 


IXiR'^jTION  (Greatlj’'  irJ^luenced  by  dark  adaptation) 


15  to  30  seconds 
1-5  minutes 
1C  - 20  ndnu“es 
1C  - 60  minutes 

£ hours  (completely  dark-adapted  and  reliable  witness) 


ROTE:  Many  witness  are  included  in  several  items,  so  the  number 

of  witnesses  does  not  add  up  properly.  Also  some  witnesses  failed 
to  mention  certain  points. 


Hvi-'I'Tnh  vOv/ivtiU)!-*  ro-P'H  oooo  \ji  -p"  fo  ro 


MUIJa?IPLICia?Y  OF  WITNESSES  INVOLVED  IN  1 REPORT 


1 witness 

2 witnesses 

3 witnesses 

4 witnesses  - 

5 witnesses 

6 witnesses 
9 witnesses 


i 
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REPORTS  OBTAIMED  BT  DIRECJP  nffERVIEV 


fe 


11 


Sighting  lay 


August  16^  1966,  Rochester,  Minnesota 


Witness: 


Salesman, 

Shakopee,  Minnesota 

Also,  passenger  riding  with  him,  not  interviewed, 


m 


report: 


s piloting  a Cessna  1J2  at  an  altitude  of  3OOO  feet, 


headed  north,  about  10  miles  due  west  of  Rochester,  Minnesota,  on  the  night 
of  August  16,  at  10:55  CDOT*  Course  was  about  330“*  He  and  his  passen- 
ger noticed  a luminous  ball  of  light  about  I5®  to  the  right  of  the  coiirse, 
and  slightly  higher  in  apparent  altitude#  The  object  was  the  "color  of  a 


firefly".  It  appeared  to  be  standing  still  or  approaching;  the  airplane 


rapidly  drew  nearer  and  the  apparent  size  of  the  object  became  larger  and 
larger,  until  the  passenger  remarked,  "I  don*t  think  I vrant  to  fly  through 
that  thingi"*  At  this  point  the  object  was  seen  by  the  pilot  through  the  right 


half  of  the  windshield,  at  the  same  altitude  as  the  airplane,  subtending 
3/4  of  the  window#  Its  outlines  were  not  completely  distinct. 

The  pilot  put  the  airplane  into  a sharp  turn  to  the  west  to  avoid 
hitting  the  object,  thereupon  the  object  began  to  move  with  the  airplane, 
pacing  it  for  two  minutes;  airspeed,  II5  mph,  indicated.  The  object  then 
changed  course  and  shot  off  to  the  northeast.  After  a few  seconds,  the 
pilot  decided  to  try  to  chase  it,  suid  turned  to  follow  it.  Think  to  illu- 
lainate  it,  he  switched  on  his  landing  lights,  but  the  object  could  then  no 
longer  he  seen,  and  not  seen  again.  The  object  appeared  to  be  travelling 
awaj-'  faster  than  the  speed  of  the  airplane,  the  airplane  following  it. 

While  pacing  the  airplane,  the  object  was  farther  away  than  at  its 
closesi:  approach;  it  was  slightly  higher  than  the  airplane,  so  that  to  see 


it  out  the  right-hand  window,  the  pilot  had  to  lift  the  right  vlng  slightly* 
The  size  of  the  object  then  appeared  to  be  about  the  sarie  as  the  chord  of  the 
wdrig  at  its  tip  (3  • ^ tect  at  that  distance).  At  the  closest  approach, 
which  the  pilot  estimates  to  have  been  one  city  block,  the' object  was 
considerably  larger  in  angular  diameter. 

The  pilot  then  called  Rochester  Airport  and  reported  the  object,  asking 
if  ary  other  pilots  had  reported  anything;  none  had.  Five  minutes  later, 
ho^-ever,  the  pilot  heard  reports  from  two  other  aircraft,  one  a Cherokee, 
reporting  a similar  appearing  object. 


Sighting 


J August  l6th,  1966 


Witness; 


Plight  Instructor, 


Minnesota, 


Field,  Minneapolis, 


The  Report; 


vas  the  passenger  with 


see  report)* 


The  position  given  was  10  miles  nprth  of  Austin,  Minnesota.  The  object 

ft 

vas  seen  to  converge  with  the  airplane,  which  vas  heading  North,  and  which 
turned  to  a W1?W  heading*  The  object  which  had  initially  been  at  the 


2 o’clock  position  vas  now  at  the  4 o’clock  position  (to  the  right).  It  was 
dai^hnut-shaped,  darker  in  the  center.  The  object  then  apparently  receded, 
becoming  smaller  in  angular  diameter  and  losing  the  doughnut  appearance  for 
a solid  appearance.  Tine  of  report  recalled  as  "U40"  amended  to  1040 
(2^40)*  Thought  that  report  was  made  to  La  Crosse  FSS, 


I 


ftd  (tdstr) 

Wri^t-Patterson  AFB, 

19  August  1966 


Ohio  ^5^33 


>* 

cu 

o 


a 


U 


O 

u 

0* 


€ 


Box  

MansflcXd^  QhJ-o  Wv905 


Reference  your  unidentified  observation  of  I6  August 
The  information  which  we  have  received  is  not  sufficiei 
for  evaliiatlon*  Request  you  complete  the  attached  FTD 
Form.  l6if  return  it  in  the  envelope  provided* 

We  wish  to  thank  you  for  reporting  your  observation  to 
the  Air  Force. 

Sincerely, 


^CrrOR  QUIWTANIIXA,Jr,  Major, 
‘chief.  Project  Blue  Book 


USAP 


■ ^ 


111 


Sit',htin«  by 


Au[;ust  16,  }$66 

Rochester,  Minn. 


Wi  tne 


c * 
* 


Conunerc 

Minnesota;  Hoir*e 

phone , 


Corxjoration,  St.  Paul, 

St.  Paul  Park,  Minnesota 


r.e  renort; 


was  flying  from  Chicago  to  Rochester  and  to 


Minneapolis,  with  four  passengers;  two  businessmen  and  tvjo  teclmician 


Dcund  for  work  at  IBM 


a i IT  lane  was  a T'win  Bonanza, 


says  he  will  forv/ard  report  forms).  The 


The  plane  had  Jusii  turned  at  V/aukegan, 


having 


ori*> 


intercepted  the  33^ 


rad*al  from  the  Rochester  cinnl.  After  no  more  than  5 minutes  of  flight, 


potted  ahead  an 5 to  the  right  a distant  glov/ing  ball,  "looking  like 
3 gclf-ball",  at  about  his  altitude  (^000  feet).  In  about  5 seconds  it 


nc\ 


rapidly  toward  the  airplane,  sc  fast  that  despite  the  fact  that 
n:  it  would  collide;  ne  could  take  no  evasive  action.  The  object, 


however,  passed  to  the  right,  and  stopped  relative  to  the  airplane;  that 
is,  after  its  approach  it  immediate ly  began  pacing  the  aii'plane,  now  off 


its  right  wing.  The  airplane  was  cruising  at  230  mph. 


The  pilot  had  exclaimed  and  called  the  attention  of  the  passengers 
to  the  c':/--t  as  it  approached;  all  four  saw  it,  and  all  v;ere  at  a loss 
to  ii-:.tif'/  it.  The  oc.ject  kept  pace  with  the  airplane  at  close  range, 
auteari:."  many  times  the  diameter  v.diich  the  moon  would  have  had.  It  was 

rib 

m 

a pale  green  color,  had  an  Indistinct  edge,  was  aicaost  white,  and  perhaps 
somewhat  brighter  than  the  full  moon.  The  pilot  called  in  to  the  Rochester 
Flight  Seivice  Station  and  reported  the  object  just  before  he  came  in  for  a 
landinc. 


•0.  k • -4^ 


The  plane  arrived  at  Rochester,  and  at  that  point  the  object  veered 
off  and  departed  toward  the  NE  at  a high  rate  of  speed;  the  airplane 
continued  in  a straight-in  approach,  arrival  having  been  at  11:15  A.M,  on 


the  loth. 


an 


noted  that  as  the  object  veered  off,  it  changed  shape  into 
al,  the  long  axis  being  vertical;  at  this  point  there  was  a bright 


cere  running  vertically,  with  an  oval  mist  or  A'-apor  around  it.  The  impression 


was  that  he  had  been  watching  a flattened  disc  shape,  and  saw  it  turn  away 


like  a vhell  rolling  around  a curve. 


The  night  was  perfectly  clear; 


first  thought  was  that  he 


was  seeing  a ceilometer  bean,  but  then  he  realized  that  there  were  no 


clou  is  at  all. 


Auf^st  lo, 
Roches  ber, 


o6 
Minn . 


Witness; 


P . 0. 


Washin{^ 


Cornniercial  pilot, 
Washings  bon,  Pennsylvaniaj 
Pennsylvania.  Ilonie  photic 


Aviation 
hoiiic  ad-iresE 


Inc, 


Also  seen  by  c 
Ilome  phone 


pilot  with 


T'ne  report : Pilots  v/ere  flyinr;  a tvin  Bonanza, 


s outhwo  rd , Locat ion 
E of  Rochester  about  40  miles.  The  pilots  had  been  hearin^^  the  reports 


* T ■Cl  * « ' 


of  v’.her  airplanes  in  the  vicinity,  and  after  several  reports  had  coiiie  in 
they  looked  around  and  savr  in  the  distance  a "very  lar{;;c"  fuzzy  ball  of  iis'nt 


fTI’. 


could  not  detect  ar-y  details.  They  were  climbin(^  to  9500  feet,  and 


thought  the  object  vas  at  the  same  altitude  or  lov:er.  It  v;as  seen  back  a;id 
to  the  left  from  their  airplane,  or  just  about  due  north;  it  seemed  to  be 


about  50  miles  distant.  They  reported  their  obseinration  to  the  Flight 


Ser',*ice  Station,  Rochester, 


said  he  could  not  see  the  object 


enough  to  give  a uescription  of  its  appearance,  since  it  was  too  far 


veil 


i 


!4L„ 


Mr* 


Sighting  Report 
August  16,  1966 
Brew  and  I-ir,  Bishop 


17 


Minneapolis  International  Airport  control  tower 


In  the  log-hook  of  the  control  tower  there  is  an  entry  at  O35O 
(2250,  August  IS),  noting  that  a Mr.  Brew,  a controller,  observed  a 
ltO  to  the  JMK  of  the  tower,  Mr.  Brew  thought  that  the  object  was  a 
reflection  of  the  rxson,  and  paid  no  attention  to  it,  according  to  his 


vatch  supervisor  Mr.  Bishop;  shortly  thereafter  a phone  call  from  V/hite 
Bear  Iiake  (IJE  of  city)  from  an  unknown  person  called  attention  to  a 
siinilar  observation  in  the  same  direction,  but  by  that  time  there  was 
nothing  visible. 

Mr.  Bishop's  number  is  6I2-881-7519, 


r 


•n-  ^ 


IP  jV 

■jJ!/. 

0' 


Sighting  h; 

August  lo,  19 
Milwauke  e -Madi son 


Witness : 


manager  of 
Airport,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan, 
Also,  two  sons* 


►Flying  Service 
telephone  - 


lent  County 


[fhe  Report ; The  witness  was  flying  to  Madison  from  Grand  Rapids,  and  had 
Just  finished  a radar- controlled  appraoch  to  Milwaukee  when  he  first  saw 
tne  object  to  the  north  of  him;  his  course  was  V/est,  and  the  object  was 


at  3 o* clock  relative  to  his  heading* 


describes  it  at  that  time 


3,3  consisting  of  concentric  rings,  clear  and  sharp:  outside  white,  next 

bright  floorescent  green,  'f^^ra  2 o’clock  to  5 o’clock  on  the  object  was 
a gray  wedge,  like  a slice  of  pie. 


up;  after 


then  contacted  radar  control  again  and  asked  to  be  picked 
making  identification  turns,  radar  approach  control  at 


Milwaukee  said  they  had  him.  He  then  asked  if  there  was  any  other  traffic 


in  uhe  area,  and  the  answer  v/as  afirirative:  something  was  12  miles  north. 


and  appeared  to  be  approaching 


lowly* 


watched  the  object 


bad  turned  to  fly  parallel  vdth 


away 


At  this  time  the  apparent  size  of 


object  was  giver,  by 


as  one  foot  at  arm’s  length*  He  says  that 


if  ir  were  in  fact  six  miles  away  as  the  radar  controller  reported,  it 
■ 

:CL:sn  have  been  ’’forty  stories  high"* 

Daring  the  next  10  to  12  minutes  the  object  kept  due  north  of 

I 

the  airplane  travelling  parallel  with  it,  at  I85  miles  per  hour.  It 


rijradualli'  developed  Indistinct  edges  and  became  fuzzy  all  over.  Radar 


tracked  it  all  the  way  to  Madison, 


repared  for  his  approach 


o 


(from  the  West,  after  a pattern  turn)  the  object  began  to  change  shape; 
first  it  became  e^;g-shaped  (long  axis  vertical),  then  like  a column  of 
smoke,  with  the  base  at  flight  altitude,  then  boomerang  shapes  vfith  the 

■ B 

I 

A 

angle  pointed  east.  It  then  faded  out.  This  report-  has  been  given  to 

Truax  Field,  and  Mr.  imH^has  filled  out  a form  and  sent  it  in.  Landed 
at  12:00. 


I 


t 


t 
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Report  of  Sightiiig 
August  16*-17^  1966 
Waultesha,  Wisconsin 


. * ^ M *>7  * 


Mr. 

Telephon 
Also 
back  scat 


in  co-pilot  seat 


Brookfield,  Wisconsin  93005 


two  bq>'’S  in 


Report; 


was  flying  back  to  Waukesha  from'-St.  Louis  on  a 


straight- in  course,  020®  heading,  5500  ft,  altitude.  At  1055  the  object 
was  first  seen  as  similar  to  the  full  moon.  Beys  in  back  exclaimed 


what *3  that?" 


asked 


to  txxrn  off  flash3.ight  he 


was  reading  map  with,  thinking  it  was  a reflection.  Object  did  not  dis- 
appear, The  apparent  size  of  the  object  was  like  that  of  a silver  dollar 
projected  onto  the  ^Tinlsheild;  witness  was  aware  at  the  time  of  need  for 
suoh  a measurement.  His  recollection  is  that  it  would  have  been  the  size 
and  color  as  the  full  moon. 

The  pilot  then  turned  the  airplane  directly''  toward  the  object  to 


oct 


*in  a bearing,  vhi^h  was  350**  magnetic;  he  also  took  a reading  on  the 


orri  from  a nearby  station,  and  determined  that  his  own  position  was  50 
miles  from  Waukesha  on  the  line  from  St,  Louis  to  V/aukesha,  He  then 


turned  back  to  his  cr^urse. 


^ A * 


The  object  became  larger,  comparable  to  a saucer  on  the  windsheild, 
“rhe  same  tine  appeared  to  become  more  tenuous.  The  pilot  reported 


this  cc  nhe  Milwaul-:ac  Flight  Service  Station,  The  object  then  changed  to 
a vertical  shape  and  disappeared  br^^'  fading  ai^ay#  Tlie  pilot  guesses  that 
it  was  25  miles  distant.  He  did  not  get  the  impression  that  it  was 
approaching  him.  It  seemed  to  be  at  the  same  altitude  as  the  airplane. 


Jl*  49  • 


i 


I 


i * 
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of  August  16,  1S)66 
al,  E^iluth,  Minnesota 


Witness: . 


, Duluth,  Minnesota 
other)  and  two  nieces  from  California. 


The  Report;  The  four  witnesses  were  driving  hack  to  the  suburban  location 
of  their  home,  on  Lakewood  Road,  which  is  oriented  directly  north  and 
south.  sitting  in  back  of  a 1964  Barracuda.  About  6 miles 

ncroh  of  Duluth  and  I-I/2  miles  south  of  their  hoiisO;,*  the  witness  saw  a 


hazy  moon- like  object  in  the  sky;  the  others  all  saw  it  too.  The  witness 
sa:*s  it  was  near  the  top  of  the  windshield  from  where  she  was  sitting,  and 
slightly  to  the  left  of  the  road*  Her  brother  stopped  the  car  and  turned 
off  the  headlights;  they  rolled  up  the  windows,  being  apprehensive  about 


what  was  going  on, 

Tlien  a spark,  a starlike  object,  was  emitted  by  the  moon- like 
object,  travelling  horizontally  to  the  right;  directly  ahead  and  in  line 
with  the  road  it  began  to  expand  and  grow  brighter.  At  first  it  was  light 
bluish.  It  took  on  the  form  of  a ’’perfect  rectangle"  for  a few  seconds, 
and  continued  to  expand  and  get  brighter  until  it  became  a large  circular 
object  "half- filling  the  sky".  The  colors  were  blue  to  green,  "like  finger- 
paints",  merging  and  changing;  the  entire  array  appeared  to  be  rotating  clock- 
vise  at  first. 


At  this  point  all  the  witnesses  became  very  apprehensive; 
put  the  car  in  reverse  and  backed  up  at  high  speed  for  several 


blocks,  to  the  house  of  an  acquaintance.  All  went  indoors. 


The  witnesses  called  the  police,  and  then  called  their  parents; 


t 


t 


21^ 


i^eport  of  sighting  of  August  17^  19o6r  Roseau-Thief  River  Falls 


\vixness: 


Roseau*  Minnesota* 


Two  other  passengers 


. -rl'.e  Report:  The 


were  clrivins  back  to  Roseau  from 


f River  Falls, 


60  miles  to  the  southwest.  They  were  just  south  of  Holt  (about  10  miles  north 


cf  Thief  River  Falls  on  highway  32)  when 


saw  a bright  oi*ange  or  red 


object  appear  in  the  sl<y  slightly  east  of  north.  It  c^'^cpanded  rapidlj^,  at  first 
having  a dark  hole  in  the  center  and  then  appearing  *’all  colors  of  the  rain- 
bow", This  appearance  gave  way  to  a silvery  cloudlike  appearance. 

About  10  miles  foi’thcr  north,  the  second  object  appeared,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  others  to  it.  The  second  object 
eared  apparent  1;.^  directly  above  the  reniains  of  the  first,  and  went  through 


same  sequence  cf  appeai’ances.  The  clouds  remained  visible  in  the  sky. 


apparently  drift  inn  slowly  to  the  northwest,  all  the  time  while  the  rest  of 
the  trip  was  con^leted.  At  one  point  the  clouds  seemed  to  drift  in  front 


cf  t 


he  north  star,  which  could  be  seen  through  the  silver^"  cloud.  The  cloud 


also  passed  before  a "bright  stiu'"  in  the  northwest 

Time  esti::xitos  are  highly  variable. 


Gays  that  they 


arri^’ed  at  Roseau  at  10:45  CUT,  which  voxild  place  the  Initial  sighting  at 


;:-p  ivit 


, -L 


10:30.  If 


guesses  that  the  Initial  sighting  took  place  at 

is  off  an  hour,  the  initial  sighting  would  agree 


with  zl:3  others  of  this  series  provided  the  trip  too3i  fxround  90  minutes. 
According  to  the  road  maps,  the  distance  from  Thief  River  Falls  to  Roseau  is 
60  miles  by  road,  the  road  jjassing  tlrrough  6 Bimll  lowns  starting  v/ith  Holt* 


i 


26 


Holt  is  11  miles  north  of  Thief  River  Falls, 


Direction  estimates  seem  good: 


was  sitting  on 


the  right  side  of  the  rear  seat,  and  saw  the  object  in  the  windshield 
on  the. right  side,  apparently  a little  to  the  right  of  the  road,  which 

k. 

mns  directly  north  and  south  where  the  sighting  took  place, 
estimates  the  angle  to  be  about  12-15  degrees  east  of  north  — inich  closer 
to  north  than  to  northeast, 

reports  that  the  cloud  appeared  to  drift  to  the  west 
as  they  drove,  either  becaxise  of  the  motion  of  the  car  toward  the  east, 
the  motion  of  the  cloud,  or  both. 

According  to  the  editor  of  the  Roseau  Tlmes-Regionj  many  others 
saw  the  phenomenon,  and  the  best  direction  estimate  according  to  him  vras 
10  degrees  east  of  north. 


r 


i 


-I 


I ' 


m (TDm) 

Wrli^t-Patterson  AFB, 

19  Au^at  X966* 


Ohio  45^33 


^bn8fi^ld,  Ohio  UU906 


ymiT*  1 iivi  d.eti'tlf lod.  obscrvHtiOQ  of  X6  August  196^ 

•jnj0  infozTBation  which  wc  ha  vs  rscslvsd  is  not  sufficient 
for  evaXuation.  Request  you.  ccmplete  the  attached  FTD 
Form  lok  and  return  it  in  the  envelope  provided. 


We  wish  to  thank 
the  Air  Force. 


you  for  reporting  yotir  observation  to 


Sincerely , 


HECTOR  QUHITAHILLA,  Jr,  Major,  USAF 
Chief,  Project  Blue  Book  ' 


'm 


Report  of  convcrsaoion  with  Chief 

Rochester  Flight  Service  Station,  telephone 


Station 


14r. 


recalled  the  night  of  August  loth,  and  found  the  log 


entries  pert-aining  to  it.  At  04l0  UP,  August  I7,  i960,  an  cntiy  indicated 

1 

reports  from  four  airplanes^  another  entry  at  0^30  lists  an  added  report 


om 


in 


Bonanza, 


in  looked  up  the  registration  of  the 


fo’or  airplanes,  which  were  as  follows 


Aircraft  Coiq:>any,  Kfjinsas  City^  Mo; 


found  to  have  chtinged  name  to 


Aircraft 


Sales;  sold  plane  to 


so?-d  plane  to 


Service,  v/hich 


Corp,  Davenport,  Iowa, 


but  damaged  before  delivery;  repaired  it  and 


sold  to 


was  found  and 


Corp,  in  St,  Faixl  whei*e  it 


located,  Cessna  310 


• Wot  listed  in  registry,  but  by  elimination 


is  probalOy  the  Cessna  172  flown  by 


Aviation, 


Twin  Bonanza,  owned  by 


Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Pilot, 


Type  not  determined;  o>med  by  University  of 


ased  at  Anoka  County  Airport, 


(unlisted  n\iinber) 


acco.i^anled  by  girl  friend 


Street, 


Telephone 


Piloted  by 


DuGvel*G  hone  address: 


I4inneapolis,  Minn, ; Phone 


Wow  at  AriTy  Canp  for  six  months 


t 


4 


Awj^^.6 , 1966 
Mansfield,  Ohio 

44903 

I 

■ 

Air  Force ^ 

Wrigtit  Patterson  Air  Field, 

Dayton,  Ohio 

Attention:  UFO  Department 

Dear  Sirs; 

A U.F.O*  was  just  observed  between  11:20  and  11:50  P.M, 

August  16,  1966  at  my  home© 

The  U.F.O*  was  generally  a brilliant  yellow  lignt  moving 
sl'wly  from  south-west  to  north-east.  Movements  were  erratic. 
"Ir"  would  stop;  then  proceed.  It  would  move  to  the  right 
or  left#  It  v/ould  glov;  very  brigntly  at  times,  them  dim  to 
almost  insignificance# 

The  night  v/as  very  clear#  I have  observed  satellites  many 
times,  but  this  was  not  a satellite  or  a balloon.  It  was 
self-alluminating. 


Due  to  the  vrooded  section  where  I live,  we  could  only  follow 
its  path  (overhead)  forl50  degrees  before  it  dropped  behind 
trees#  It  was  very  high  in  the  sky.  Unfortunately,  I did 
not  take  the  necessary  proceedures  to  calculate  its  height  I 
Shane  on  mei  live  done  research  on  U.F.0*s  for  more  than 
ten  years# 


Those  who  observed  it 
Ohio ; 

parents  from  Ecuador; 
field,  Ohio,  and 
The  latter  two  pev 
of  t-te  UPOp 


were : 


^'Dle 


Mansfield, 

in  the  Air  Force  and  his  tv/o 

Ave#,  Mans- 
Mansfield,  Ohio# 

and  I would  appreciate  an  explanation 


I 


Objectively, 


Dan  B.  Haber 


Copy  to  NIGAP 


4 


Mansfield,  Ohio 

^03 


* 

% 
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Air  Force I 
Wripht  Patterson 
Dayton,  Ohio 


l' 


Air  F4e2d, 


A 


wysncion;  UFO  Department 


. / 

i 
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NORTH  CENTRAL  UNITED  STATES 


16  AUGUST  i960 


At  approxlmtely  2245  CDT,  I6  August  I966  an  "unidentified  flying  object" 

«• 

was  observed  in  the  northern  sky.  Pour  occupants  of  one  car  reported  that 

■* 

after  seeing  an  object  that  began  to  whirl  and  change  colors,  heading  toward 
their  car,  they  turned  the  car  in  the  opposite  direction  and  drove  away.  The 
object  appeared  to  rise  up  from  behind  the  woods  and  after  a pause  began  to 
ascend  once  more.  Object  was  reported  to  vary  in  size  from  that  of  a full 
moon  to  chat  of  a football  field  with  blue,  green,  and  faint  red  whirling 
lights  'C’.iniing  to  a definite  blue -green  as  the  object  came  closer.  At  one 
time,  it  appeared  that  a hazy  green  funnel  went  down  from  the  object  to  the 
groiond.  As  the  object  rose  fran  the  woods  the  brightness  was  compared  to  an 
early  morning  sun  and  gave  off  so  much  light  it  blinded  the  observer* s eyes. 

It  seemed  that  the  object  was  coming  toward  the  earth  at  a tremendous  rate  of 
speed. 

A 

The  alleged  UPO  was  also  observed  by  a private  pilot  as  he  was  approach- 
ing  Madison,  Wisconsin.  To  this  observer,  the  object  Changed  shapes  from 
moon  shaped  to  oval  and  finally  to  an  elongated  *V*  or  boomerang  shape.  The 

pilot  was  flying  at  approximately  I65  knots  and  the  object  was  keeping  pace 

■- 

with  him.  Other  aircraft  pilots  reported  similar  sightings  with  very  consist- 
ent de sc riot ions, 

■m- 


Still  other  witnesses  reported  a green  luminous  object  varying  in  size, 

# 

that  appeared  to  have  exploded  and  faded  in  a haze.  There  was  basically  no 
movement  of  the  alleged  object  as  it  slowly  disappeared  from  view.  In  an- 
other instance  the  object  dissolved  into  streaks  of  li^t  before  vanishing. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

After  considering  the  available  information  it  was  concluded  that  some 
type  of  unusual  upper  atmospheric  phenomena  had  occiurred.  Contact  was  made 
with  TikSA  in  regards  to  any  type  of  upper  atmospheric  research  project  that 
was  currently  underway  at  Port  Churchill  in  14anitoba,  Canada. 

It  vas  learned  that  on  l6  August  I966,  German  and  American  scientists 
were  participating  in  several  experiments  over  the  Fort  Churchill  area.  At 
2239  CLC  there  was  a rocket  that  departed  the  Fort  Churchill  launch  area  and 
reached  an  altitude  of  approximately  250  miles.  Shortly  before  reaching  the 
altituda,  there  was  a barium  cloud  release  into  the  atmosphere.  The  artifi- 
cial cloud  first  appeared  with  a brilliant  red  color  followed  by  and  ending 
with  a greenish-blue. 

Prinary  objective  of  the  experiment  vas  to  obtain  measurements  of 
electric  fields  and  wind  motion  in  the  upper  atmosphere  by  photographing 
and  tracking  the  movement  of  the  ionized  barium  clouds.  The  phenomena  vras 
visible  for  several  hoiu-s  and  for  hundreds  of  miles  depending  on  the  altitude 
of  the  sighting. 


It  it  Project  Blue  Book's  conclusion,  after  a careful  evaluation  of  the 
available  laoa,  that  this  barium  cloud  release  was  the  cause  of  the  sightings. 
As  the  clo;i  '-'as  expanding  it  would  have  definitely  seemed  as  if  it  were 
approaching  rhe  observer  at  a tremendous  rate  of  speed.  Being  about  600  miles 
to  the  north  from  the  one  aircraft  sighting,  it  would  have  appeared  to  pace 
the  aircraft  as  the  pilot  so  stated;  this  is  a natural  feeling  when  something 
is  quite  distant  and  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
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FTD  (TDEER)-r<C 

Wrlght-Batterson  AFB,  Ohio  45^33 
29  August  1966 


Reference  your  unidentified  observation  of  I7  August  I966. 
The  information  which  we  have  received  is  not  sufficient 
for  evaluation.  Request  you  complete  the  attached  FW 
Form  164  and  return  it  in  the  envelope  provided. 

We  wish  to  thank  >-ou  for  reporting  your  observation  to 
the  Air  Force. 


Sincerely, 


QUIOTANHXA,  Jr,  USA? 
Ihief,  Project  Blue  Book 
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